BAHAMAS
BOUND
PDQ YACHTS

These PDQ and Camano owners learn you don’t need a big boat to
cruise the islands; you just need the right boat. By JAY COYLE

ISLAND TIME (clockwise from top left): Jane Wilson and Peggy Storry in Spanish Cay; Phil Spier and Salwa Farah; Janey Drews and
Hal Mitchell; Farah and Sally Green; Spier and wife, Kathy; Mike and Jane Wilson. A PDQ 34 in Hope Town (opposite page).
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t had been raining for a week and the
winds were 15 to 20 knots out of the
southeast, not the perfect weather for a
crossing from Palm Beach to the Bahamas. Still, nothing dampened the enthusiasm of the folks participating in a
summer cruise organized by Rhumb
Line Yacht Sales last June. When a window of opportunity opened, seven 34foot PDQs and seven 31-foot Camanos

64 MOTORBOATING

set a course for paradise.
Rhumb Line is the largest dealer for
both boat brands and according to company President Dick Tuschick, the cruise
was designed to educate and entertain.
“While some of our group had been to
the Bahamas, for many it was their first
time making the trip on their own boats,”
said Tuschick, who led the fleet in a
Camano with his wife, Carol, on board.

His wingman was PDQ Yachts President
Simon Slater, who was running a new
34 Powercat with his wife, Debbie. “The
float plan was ambitious but we knew
our boats and our owners were up to the
challenge,” said Tuschick.
The two brands that made up the flotilla share a Canadian pedigree but have little else in common. The Camano is a
scaled-down version of a classic AmeriSEPTEMBER 2005
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years of experience
aboard power and sailing yachts before they
bought their Camano.
“We loved our first
boat [a 36-foot sailboat], but the speed
and shallow draft of
the Camano better suited our cruising needs,” said Joan. “We
spotted a Camano on our way back from
Chub Cay several years ago and decided
to have a closer look.” Impressed by the
boat’s performance and the quality of her
construction, they bought the 31.
The Camano 31 (www.camanomarine
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LAST LEG: The fleet in Marsh Harbour, the final stop on the cruise from Palm Beach.
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can trawler yacht with a single diesel,
while PDQ’s twin-diesel 34 Powercat
represents a more high-tech approach
to cruising. By current measure, both
designs are relatively small for wandering afar, but Tuschick believes that
the unique design and capabilities of
each make them ideal platforms for
cruising the Bahamas. “Too many
folks think they need a big boat to
cruise when in fact what they really
need is the right boat,” he said.
Tuschick also believes cruising couples who over-invest in LOA end up
managing more boat than they really
need.
Although winds and seas eventually slackened, the first leg of the
cruise across the Gulf Stream was
challenging as seas were running four
to six feet. “We would have turned
back if it were not for the other
boats,” said Phil Spier, owner of Pea
Cay, a PDQ. It was rough going, but
the group was able to maintain 10 to
14 knots. By the time Spier and his
wife, Kathy, reached Old Bahama
Bay on Grand Bahama, they had a
new appreciation for their boat.
The PDQ’s large main cabin and
two-stateroom layout are often the
first things that attract attention. Given her volume she has the accommodations you might expect on a
conventional 45-footer.
“We weren’t sure about the looks of
the cat design the first time we saw her,”
said Spier. “but the layout sold us.”
When the Spiers took delivery of their
boat at PDQ’s plant in Ontario, they
took advantage of two days at “PDQ
U,” a unique program designed to familiarize new owners with their boats.
“We were moving up from a 25-foot
trailer boat and found the training quite
useful,” said Phil.
In the bumpy conditions on that
first leg to the Bahamas, Don and
Joan McInnis were keeping pace
aboard Xanadu, their Camano. “It
was a bit sloppy, but very doable,”
said Joan. They made the crossing in
the comfort of the Camano’s air-conditioned main cabin, where they kept
an eye on the radar and dodged passing squalls. This couple had over 35

.com) was designed for cruising couples
interested in a simple, efficient and comfortable ride. Her main cabin has a seating
area and an interior helm station. It’s a
step down to the galley and enclosed
head/shower. A V-berth is forward and the
mahogany interior finish is standard. The
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31 features the builder’s trademark
Keelform hull, which is a blend of displacement and planing forms. A fine entry transitions into an efficient (flat) lifting surface aft. A standard 200-hp (Volvo
or Yanmar) diesel allows for a cruising
speed of 14 knots and a fuel burn of about
6 gph. The new 210-hp Volvo is expected to add more than a knot at cruise. Her
bottom is solid fiberglass; hullsides and
decks are cored with closed-cell foam. A
5-hp bowthruster is standard and popular options include air-conditioning and
a 3.5-kW generator. Outfitted with these
options and electronics, the 31 is priced
around $210,000.
With the Gulf Stream crossing behind them, the fleet cleared customs at
Old Bahama Bay. The group of owners
enjoyed cocktails and a superb dinner
at the resort’s Aqua Restaurant. On day
three, the cruise moved across the Little Bahama Bank and onto the beautiful anchorage at Great Sale Cay for a
night on the hook. For some owners,
this would be the first time they relied
on the anchor and rode, so snorkeling
inspections in the cool Bahamian water
proved a soothing chore that afternoon.
The next day, the fleet made another
challenging, three-hour run to Spanish
Cay in 25- to 30-knot headwinds. The
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ABACOS IDYLL: A PDQ 34 anchored in Great Sale Cay (above, left); owners in West End, Grand Bahama (right); a Camano 31 under way (below).

small resort’s pool, cocktail lounge and
restaurant provided timely relief, and
an impromptu dockside sing-along generated quite a few laughs.
Day five and six were spent on Green
Turtle Cay. The Bluff House Beach Hotel & Yacht Club offered first-class dockage and dining. The owners enjoyed visiting the shops of New Plymouth by
dinghy or golf cart. A one-night break in
the schedule allowed owners to explore
on their own before gathering for a final
stop at the Club Soleil Resort near Hope
Town’s famous lighthouse on Elbow Cay.
While the weather could have been
better, the experience had by all on this
trip was near-perfect. In fact, plans for
next year’s adventure are in the works.
“We got a lot out of this cruise,” said
Phil Spier, “new friends, new confi-

dence in our abilities and an appreciation for the capability of our Powercat.”
PDQ (www.pdqyachts.com) introduced the 34 Powercat in 2000, and that
model now commands 90 percent of the
builder’s production. The builder’s focus
is performance, and the Powercat is built
with weight savings in mind. Her hulls
are solid fiberglass below the waterline;
closed-cell foam coring is used in the hullsides, decks and bulkheads. Her handcrafted cherry interior is built on a foundation of light plywood and honeycomb
panels. The net result is a displacement of
just 12,000 pounds (dry). Standard 75-hp
Yanmar diesels allow a maximum speed
of 18 knots and a cruising speed of 14
knots. Twin 100-hp Yanmars are a popular option and allow a cruising speed of
15 to 16 knots with a fuel burn of 4.5 gph.
When equipped to cruise, the PDQ retails
for about $325,000.
Cruising the Bahamas aboard small
boats can be challenging and one must
always be prepared for the unexpected.
Cruising with the Tuschicks is clearly an
unexpected pleasure. “It takes nerve for a
dealer and builder to shepherd a fleet of
customers through the islands,” said Phil
Spier, “we appreciate their effort.” Rhumb
Line Yacht Sales, www.rhumblineyacht
sales.com. Reader service #230.Z
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